
Swansong from an Alternate Universe 
 

Listening to President Obama’s State of the Union speech last Tuesday was a bit 

surreal.  The speech was remarkable in that he clearly described the alternate 

universe that has been home to his administration for the last seven years.  Our 

smiling president pridefully peeled off his accomplishments one after the other.  At 

least half the country had no idea what he was talking about. 

 

In spite of the flood of facts to the contrary, he saw his tenure as a long string of 

domestic and foreign policy successes.  Touting his version of a recovered 

economy, he pointed to the longest period of job growth since WW2.  Well yes, 

when we consider that this has been the most drawn out and anemic recovery in 

US history with accompanying numbers that detail the slowest growth of GDP, 

jobs, and wages while almost doubling the national debt during what dubiously can 

be called a recovery that now teeters at the edge of the next recession.  If true, then 

the millions of workers who have abandoned the workforce will never know when 

the last recession ended and the new one began.  The unemployment rate is low 

only because of the hokey way it is calculated.  In reality systemic unemployment 

is at a record level with the war on poverty lost, and more Americans than ever on 

government transfer payments. 

 

The President admitted that during his years the country’s political parties have 

become more polarized.  But what he missed was that instead of becoming the 

Great Uniter he promised, he has driven mainstreet Americans further apart than 

they were in the 1960s.  Today communities across the land have a strong ‘us and 

them’ attitude.  This most divisive of presidents has made it so that conservatives 

and liberals don’t even feel comfortable socializing.  Each faction has a fortress 

mentality, withdrawing into their collectivist or conservatarian corners from which 

they view the other as being some combination of evil and terminally ignorant. 

 

On the domestic front the president’s administration has demonstrably 

mismanaged and/or corrupted departments of government that affect us all.  The 

scandals with and within the IRS, Department of Justice, Homeland Security, the 

EPA, Health and Human Services, Veterans Administration, Department of 

Commerce, etc continue to make daily headlines as one or another area of 

malfeasance is uncovered, brought to light, and then quickly buried by the 

lamestream media.  Over the last two terms this president has surrounded himself 

with more incompetent cabinet members and administrators than any other elected 

executive in memory.  The result is that, along with curtailing our personal 

liberties, businesses today face historical headwinds from their regulatory and tax 



burdens, burdens which Democrats promise to increase even more if they succeed 

in November and double down with Obama Version 3.0. 

 

In foreign policy this administration has wrought an unmitigated disaster by 

turning the US into a palpably weak and unreliable partner to our allies, and an 

object of utter contempt by would be hegemons in Eurasia, the Middle East, and 

east Asia.  In a Göbellian manner Obama crows of victory after victory while our 

enemies occupy new territories, and radical Islam now regularly carries out 

successful attacks in the heartlands of Europe and America.  All that while we 

witness millions of unassimilated colonists and economic migrants illegally cross 

borders here and in Europe. 

 

In response, all of our allies are busy making and implementing their Plan Bs, after 

they have seen how toothless America has become when it decided to lead from 

behind, and announced to the world that it wants to become just another nothing-

special good-neighbor nation in a new global community.  For those new to 

history, that has never been our role, as today we continue the “fundamental 

transformation” of our formerly exceptional country which has increased, enriched, 

and defended human civilization for the last two centuries. 
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