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Four years ago California passed a clean air law that holds 

polluters accountable and requires them to reduce air 

pollution that threatens human health and contributes to 

global climate change.1  Today two Texas oil companies are 

spending millions to push Proposition 232

 

, a deceptive 

measure that would gut California clean technology and energy 

investments, kill jobs, create more air pollution, and increase 

our dependence on foreign oil.  

The Clean Tech and Energy sector of California’s economy is 

outperforming the rest of our economy by about 4-13.  

California’s clean tech sector received $9 billion in venture 

capital investment between 2005 and 2009, more than 5 times 

the investment of our closest competing state4.  There are 

more than 12,000 Clean Tech companies in California5 who 

employ more than 500,000 workers6

                                                        
1 http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/05-06/bill/asm/ab_0001-
0050/ab_32_bill_20060927_chaptered.pdf 

.  Many of these jobs are 

2 http://cal-access.ss.ca.gov/Campaign/Committees/Detail.aspx?id=1323890&session=2009 
3 “California Green Innovation Index” Collaborative Economics and Next 10, 2009. v 
http://cleantech.com 
4 “Many Shades of Green,” Collaborative Economics and Next 10, Dec. 2009.  
5 http://cleantech.com 
6 Employment Development Department – Labor Market Information Division, California’s Green 
Economy, April, 2010. 
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being created in the Sierra Nevada, through growing 

investments in energy efficiency, solar installation, and 

biomass, wind and geothermal energy.   A budding domestic 

manufacturing sector—good, clean, high paying, benefit 

generating jobs—is being created.  If we roll back our clean 

energy standards California will lose hundreds of thousands of 

jobs and billions of dollars of investment to other states, or to 

China, our closest international competitor.7

 

  Proposition 23 

will kill jobs by eliminating the incentives and investments that 

can fuel our economic recovery. 

Air pollution is a major threat to public health in California, 

with alarming rates of asthma and lung disease, especially 

amongst children.  1 in 6 California children have asthma8, or 

the precursors to asthma, costing more than $500 million a 

year9

                                                        
7 According to California’s nonpartisan State Legislative Analyst’s Office, rolling back AB 32 could 
“dampen additional investments in clean energy technologies or in so-called ‘green jobs’ by 
private firms, thereby resulting in less economic activity.” 

.  Each year California’s air pollution crises, which we see 

here in Nevada County as ozone and particulate alerts, 

contribute to thousands of premature deaths, trips to the 

hospital, and huge public health costs. Proposition 23 will let 

the Texas oil companies and other polluters off the hook—

8 http://www.rampasthma.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/RAMPAsthmaCaliforniaWeb.pdf 
9 http://www.rampasthma.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/RAMPAsthmaCaliforniaWeb.pdf 



drastically increasing public health costs, and making you pay 

the price.  That’s why proposition 23 is strongly opposed by 

the American Lung Association10 and AARP11

 

. 

Proposition 23 will increase dependence on oil and coal, and 

increase costs to California consumers.  The tragic oil spill in 

the gulf has reinforced our understanding that we must move 

to clean sources of energy to reduce our dependence on costly, 

dirty oil.  This event, coupled with the billions of dollars a year 

we spend protecting international oil supplies, in essence 

subsidizing oil through foreign wars, should be enough to 

convince us that our pocketbooks, and national security, 

depend upon developing clean domestic supplies of energy. 

 

Finally, Proposition 23 is a deceptive measure, funded by out of 

state oil companies, whose California properties are amongst 

the biggest polluters in our State.  They want you to think that 

Proposition 23 would merely suspend our clean air laws12

                                                        
10 http://www.stopdirtyenergyprop.com/our-coalition.php 

, but 

it will kill them, and the economic opportunity they are 

creating.  These are the same folks who brought us Enron and 

its  

11 http://www.stopdirtyenergyprop.com/our-coalition.php 
12 http://www.lao.ca.gov/2009/bud/fiscal_outlook/fiscal_outlook_111809.aspx 



billions of dollars of cost to consumers in California.  

 

Nevada County voters should not be fooled.  Our future of clean 

energy is ahead of us, driving innovation and prosperity for 

our residents.  Proposition 23 is a job killer that will halt that 

future in its tracks.  Please vote no on proposition 23.  

 

My name is Steve Frisch, I am the President of the Sierra Business 
Council, representing more than 700 businesses in our region.  
These opinions are not necessarily shared by KVMR. Thanks for 
listening.  
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