
KNCO editorial – gjr 4sep08, Nevada County Fire Safe Plan Update 
 
Over the last year plus we’ve been hearing a lot about the new county Fire 
Safe Plan or update to the Safety Element of the county’s General Plan.  
Drafting these has been a long process with meetings, presentations, and 
workgroups many of which have invited public participation.  Well, this 
process is coming to a close, and the Board of Supervisors will try to wrap 
things up during their normal meeting next Tuesday. 
 
The county has published the relevant documents on their website for 
download.  I and other people in the community went through them, and to 
be kind, found it hard to separate out what we in the unincorporated area had 
to do – the so-called mandated items – and what more we should do – the 
so-called recommended items.  And also, people wanted the source of these 
requirements – did they come from above, or did our own Supervisors add 
new stuff for property owners to do. 
 
After reviewing the documents I talked to Steve DeCamp, the county’s head 
of development, and went before the Board with an appeal and a suggested 
format to simplify communicating the actual mandates and recommenda-
tions.  The supervisors and Steve DeCamp were receptive to my suggestion, 
and soon I received a greatly simplified summary from Jessica Hankins, As-
sociate Planner. 
 
And here’s the good news.  Our Board did a terrific job in minimizing addi-
tional mandates on the good citizens of Nevada County.  Led by Supervisors 
Nate Beason and Hank Wesson of the Safety Element Committee, the Board 
has come up with a simple and straightforward solution.  The simplified 
summary will be even simpler, and published in an Educational document 
that clearly explains the revisions and the new fire safe plan. 
 
Please plan to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting next Tuesday, 9th of 
September at the Rood Center.  For more information and the download of 
the documents I mentioned, please visit georgerebane.com.  I am George 
Rebane.   


