
26 August 2008 
 
Public Comment by George Rebane on the Fire Safe Plan to the Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
Members of the Board, thank you for the letting me make this appeal to you.  The current 
version of what the community calls the Fire Safe Plan (I guess, formally known as part 
of the Safety Element of the County’s General Plan) is a difficult read at best, some may 
even call the format byzantine.  My request to you concerns only the format of the Fire 
Safe Plan and does not involve any modification to what is already written. 
 
In the many community meetings on this plan. people have spent most of the time trying 
to get clarification on what provisions the plan mandates and what provisions are 
recommended.  These provisions and their authorities are currently marbled together with 
safety objectives, their genesis, enforcement responsibilities, and so on. 
 
What we property owners would like to know in a clear format is 1) what, in its present 
form, the plan mandates that we must do, 2) what the plan recommends that we should 
do, and 3) what authority – state or local - is the source of these provisions.  Adding a 
simple 2 by 2 matrix with, say, columns labeled ‘mandated’ and ‘recommended’, and 
rows labeled ‘state’ and ‘local’ would let everyone know what the plan involves and 
make follow-on discussion more productive. 
 
Mr Steve DeCamp, our CDA Director, called me this morning to discuss the current 
package of Safety Element documents that will be considered by the Planning 
Commission this Thursday.  He cleared up some points on how misinformation about the 
plan may have gotten out.  And when I presented the format problem to him, he agreed 
that the addition of such a simple one-page matrix would indeed make the meat of the 
plan quickly accessible to all.  In his own words, “ … this would be very much of value.” 
 
But when I requested that his staff prepare this clarification, Steve said he really couldn’t 
devote time to the task since his plate was full with all the other priorities set by the 
Board.  I asked if he could do it if the Board so directed, he said absolutely it could and 
would be done. 
 
So I am here to ask you to direct Steve DeCamp to insert such a clarifying summary.  If 
the provisions of the plan are as accessible as some of you say, then this task would not 
take more than an hour or two.  If it is as formidable as Steve implies, then the need for 
such a summary page should be self-evident, and you all would want to provide us 
property owners and taxpayers with that information in order to expedite and simplify the 
adoption of this plan. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to come before you. 


